Lecture 2. Talking about WORK. Lesson 2

1
00:00:00,099 --> 00:00:01,688

Hey, everyone. I'm Alex.

2
00:00:01,713 --> 00:00:05,695
Thanks for clicking, and welcome

to this vocabulary lesson on

3
00:00:05,721 --> 00:00:07,762

talking about work.

4
00:00:07,825 --> 00:00:12,980
In this lesson, we will learn some

phrases that we use to talk about work

5
00:00:12,980 --> 00:00:19,710
with our friends, family, colleagues, etc.

So, you will see some sentences, as well as



00:00:19,710 --> 00:00:24,069
some questions that you can

use to talk about your job.

7
00:00:24,094 --> 00:00:29,710
So, let's start with some basic questions

that people might ask about your work, your

8
00:00:29,710 --> 00:00:34,377
job. For example, the most

basic one, if you have a job:

9
00:00:34,658 --> 00:00:35,989

"Where do you work?"

10
00:00:36,014 --> 00:00:40,385
Right? Where do you work? Do

you work at Microsoft, maybe?

11
00:00:40,409 --> 00:00:43,518

Do you work at Google? Do



you work somewhere else?

12
00:00:43,518 --> 00:00:50,908
And, this is a very common question, especially

if you don't have, you know, like a set schedule

13
00:00:50,908 --> 00:00:56,629
where you work, you can say: "Hey. When do

you start?" Right? If you ask a person:

14
00:00:56,762 --> 00:01:00,997
"When do you start? Do you start at

8 o'clock? 9 o'clock? 10 o'clock?"

15
00:01:01,023 --> 00:01:06,624
This might be a common question, you know, if you're

wondering if you can have breakfast with someone

16
00:01:06,649 --> 00:01:08,420

or maybe lunch with someone,



17
00:01:08,542 --> 00:01:12,820
depending on if they work in the

afternoon, if they work in the morning,

18
00:01:12,844 --> 00:01:18,168
etc. And obviously, you can also ask

when a person finishes their job.

19
00:01:18,194 --> 00:01:20,740

"When do you finish?" Okay?

20
00:01:21,022 --> 00:01:25,930
Two other ways that we can ask

when a person is finished are:

21
00:01:26,183 --> 00:01:27,908

"Hey. When are you off?"

22
00:01:27,933 --> 00:01:32,853

Okay? So, if you say: "When are you



off?" you know, you're asking them:

23
00:01:32,879 --> 00:01:36,106
What time do you finish?

Same with this:

24
00:01:36,174 --> 00:01:38,128

"When do you get off work?",

25
00:01:38,222 --> 00:01:39,688

"When do you get off work?",

26
00:01:39,712 --> 00:01:41,946
"When do you finish

work?" All right?

27
00:01:42,009 --> 00:01:45,492
So, again, you can say:

"When do you finish?",

28



00:01:45,641 --> 00:01:49,216
"When are you off?", "When

do you get off work?"

29
00:01:49,478 --> 00:01:53,826
Now, some sentences that we can use.

You can say:

30
00:01:53,936 --> 00:01:56,287

"Oh, | work day shift.",

31
00:01:56,466 --> 00:02:00,417
"I work afternoon shift."

or "l work night shift."

32
00:02:00,527 --> 00:02:05,087
Now, a shift is basically the time...

The period of time,

33
00:02:05,212 --> 00:02:11,990

the block of time of work that you do. So,



if you work in a factory, usually factories,

34
00:02:11,990 --> 00:02:18,514
a lot of them are open 24 hours per day. They

have some people who work in the daytime,

35
00:02:18,538 --> 00:02:24,420
some people work in the afternoon, some

people work at nighttime. So you can say:

36
00:02:24,576 --> 00:02:27,653

"Oh, I'm on day shift.",

37
00:02:27,735 --> 00:02:30,024

"I am on afternoon shift.",

38
00:02:30,218 --> 00:02:32,026

"l am on night shift."

39
00:02:32,316 --> 00:02:39,346



Instead of saying, you know: "l work day shift,

afternoon shift, night shift", you can also say:

40
00:02:39,552 --> 00:02:43,539
"I'm on days.", "I'm on

afternoons.", "I'm on nights."

41
00:02:43,801 --> 00:02:47,310
And this can change, depending

on how your schedule

42
00:02:47,310 --> 00:02:53,312
works. You can say: "I'm on afternoons

this week, but next week I'm on days."

43
00:02:53,432 --> 00:02:54,219

And again,

44
00:02:54,219 --> 00:02:59,650
this is important information, depending on

who you're talking to, if they want to get



45
00:02:59,650 --> 00:03:05,760
together with you for something, it's important

to know. -"What shift are you on next week?"

46
00:03:05,784 --> 00:03:10,263
-"Next week I'm on nights, so that means

that we can get together for dinner

47
00:03:10,310 --> 00:03:12,730

before | start work." Okay?

48
00:03:13,027 --> 00:03:22,765
Now, "overtime". "Overtime" is time that you

work longer than you are expected to legally

49
00:03:22,790 --> 00:03:28,340
work. So, for example, in most companies... I'm

just going to talk about the North American

50



00:03:28,340 --> 00:03:37,520
context. Typically, one week a person is expected

to work in most jobs 40 hours per week. If

51
00:03:37,520 --> 00:03:43,300
you work beyond that, you can work overtime.

Right? You work overtime. Or if you work eight

52
00:03:43,300 --> 00:03:50,150
hours per day, if you work more than eight

hours per day, you work overtime. So a person,

53
00:03:50,150 --> 00:03:53,058
your friends, colleague,

family member can ask you:

54
00:03:53,084 --> 00:03:55,533
"Hey. Are you doing

overtime tonight?"

55
00:03:55,558 --> 00:03:58,467



Or: "Are you working

overtime tonight?"

56
00:03:58,562 --> 00:04:02,370
And short form for

overtime: you can also say

57
00:04:02,370 --> 00:04:05,406
"OT". "Are you

doing OT tonight?"

58
00:04:05,538 --> 00:04:07,738
You can say: "Yeah,

I'm staying OT."

59
00:04:07,764 --> 00:04:11,842
Or: "I'm staying for two

hours of OT." for example.

60
00:04:12,170 --> 00:04:18,738

Okay, next: maybe a common sentence for



you, maybe not; depends on who you are.

61
00:04:18,872 --> 00:04:21,035

So, for example, here | wrote:

62
00:04:21,060 --> 00:04:24,449
"Jackie called in

sick last Friday."

63
00:04:24,536 --> 00:04:28,110
So if you are sick and you

call your job to tell them:

64
00:04:28,136 --> 00:04:33,906
"I'm sick. | can't come today."

you are calling in sick.

65
00:04:34,007 --> 00:04:40,110
So the phrase is "call in". Okay? You

might... Your friend might also tell you:



66
00:04:40,281 --> 00:04:44,776
"Hey. Monday, you know, we're going

to have a big party on Sunday night,

67
00:04:44,843 --> 00:04:47,870
so Monday you're going to be very tired.

Just call in. Call in."

68
00:04:47,894 --> 00:04:50,584

Or: "Call in sick". Okay?

69
00:04:50,694 --> 00:04:54,050
I'm not recommending this, but

it's something people do.

70
00:04:54,389 --> 00:04:57,479

Next: "l need a vacation."

71
00:04:57,504 --> 00:05:02,447

And if you want to say you



have been working really hard,

72
00:05:02,471 --> 00:05:05,062

one expression you can use is:

73
00:05:05,088 --> 00:05:07,692
"I've been working

like a dog." Okay?

74
00:05:07,716 --> 00:05:09,314

You think of a dog like

75
00:05:09,339 --> 00:05:10,544

[pants like a dog]

76
00:05:10,829 --> 00:05:15,893
like this, if you are working

very hard, you can say:

77

00:05:15,918 --> 00:05:21,619



"I've been working like a dog." Another more

slang-like expression that I'll put here,

78
00:05:21,644 --> 00:05:24,911
you can also say (cover

your ears, children):

79
00:05:25,036 --> 00:05:31,596

"I've been working my ass off."

80
00:05:33,776 --> 00:05:38,919
I'm sorry, my marker is not working

very well here, but I'll do my best.

81
00:05:40,435 --> 00:05:43,989
So you can say: "l have

been working my ass off."

82
00:05:44,083 --> 00:05:47,482
Your ass or your butt. You

can say: "my butt off"



83
00:05:47,598 --> 00:05:51,067
if you want it to be a

litle more polite. Okay?

84
00:05:51,334 --> 00:05:55,149
Because you're working so hard that

| guess your butt starts to sweat

85
00:05:55,149 --> 00:05:58,275
or it falls off, maybe.

| don't know.

86
00:05:59,077 --> 00:06:05,649
Another common phrase, you know, if you are at

a job where you work part time, maybe you're

87
00:06:05,649 --> 00:06:12,198
a student, and maybe there are people with

more experience, more seniority than you,



88
00:06:12,223 --> 00:06:16,175
you could say: "I'm not

getting enough hours."

89
00:06:16,375 --> 00:06:19,959
This means my employer,

the person who gives

90
00:06:19,959 --> 00:06:26,404
me the job is not giving me enough work.

So I'm working 10 hours a week, that's it.

91
00:06:26,430 --> 00:06:33,370
| need minimum 15 hours, 20 hours, maybe you

want more hours than that to survive as a

92
00:06:33,370 --> 00:06:36,708
student or whatever

your life situation is.

93



00:06:36,826 --> 00:06:41,122
We'll move over here.

Another common phrase:

94
00:06:41,146 --> 00:06:43,509

"Hey. Can you come in early?"

95
00:06:43,702 --> 00:06:48,293
This might be your boss asking

you: "Can you come in early?"

96
00:06:48,372 --> 00:06:52,210
If you come in early,

you come in before your

97
00:06:52,209 --> 00:06:55,820

job is scheduled to start. Okay?

98
00:06:56,218 --> 00:07:01,158
And another way to say: "l

worked overtime", you can say:



99
00:07:01,182 --> 00:07:04,706
"Last night, | had

to stay late."

100
00:07:04,732 --> 00:07:08,710
So maybe, you know, you are

an employee, you work at

101
00:07:08,709 --> 00:07:14,230
a job where you can't finish everything

in your eight hours, or nine hours,

102
00:07:14,255 --> 00:07:20,380
or whatever you work, and you have to stay

later, later, later - you can tell your friends:

103
00:07:20,406 --> 00:07:22,834

"l had to stay late last night."

104



00:07:22,860 --> 00:07:27,579
Or you tell them today: "Sorry,

| can't come dancing", or:

105
00:07:27,603 --> 00:07:33,906
"l can't go to the movie. | have to stay

late. | have to work more at my job."

106
00:07:33,930 --> 00:07:37,096
And again, talking

about vacation:

107
00:07:37,120 --> 00:07:40,435
"Have you had any

time off this year?"

108
00:07:40,576 --> 00:07:42,317

So, you can say:

109
00:07:42,363 --> 00:07:44,312

"l need some time off."



110
00:07:44,312 --> 00:07:48,536
Time off is time away from work;

you're not really working. Right?

111
00:07:48,560 --> 00:07:52,899
You're taking a vacation,

paid, usually. | hope.

112
00:07:53,158 --> 00:07:56,947
And finally: "She took

a day off yesterday."

113
00:07:57,024 --> 00:08:00,930
We talked about taking a

sick day, being sick.

114
00:08:01,119 --> 00:08:07,080
You can also take a day off because you have

a personal emergency, or you have a schedule



115
00:08:07,105 --> 00:08:12,306
with a doctor, or something like that.

You can take a day off.

116
00:08:12,543 --> 00:08:15,432
All right, so a lot

of vocabulary here.

117
00:08:15,581 --> 00:08:18,009
If you'd like to test

your understanding of the

118
00:08:18,009 --> 00:08:22,308
structure of these phrases,

questions, all of this vocabulary,

119
00:08:22,334 --> 00:08:26,014
as always, you can check out

the quiz on www.engvid.com.

120



00:08:26,115 --> 00:08:29,153
And please don't forget to

subscribe to my YouTube channel.

121
00:08:29,178 --> 00:08:30,880
Don't work too hard.

See you, guys.



